
1 

04/10/2009 

 
PROGRAMS OF STUDY  

 

 

This document is a program of study for Child Care and Support Services Management programs 

at the secondary and postsecondary level. This program of study is considered a framework, not 

a curriculum. From this framework educators may use this as a tool to provide structure for 

developing learning modules, unit plans, or daily lesson plans that meet the tasks or standards 

within the program of study. This program of study is based on research, experience and many 

resources. The goal is to train a workforce that is skilled, knowledgeable and able to meet the 

needs of the industry today and well into the future. 

 

Early childhood education is extremely important for young children in that it builds an 

educational foundation for a successful progression through elementary, middle, high school and 

beyond. In order to build that strong foundation, a highly educated and trained workforce is 

essential.   

 

Early childhood personnel exhibit many different levels of educational preparation depending on 

their role and or the type of setting in which they teach. Generally early childhood personnel in 

Pennsylvania receive training in three ways: (1) developing and demonstrating competencies as a 

secondary student in a career and technical Child Care and Support Services Management 

program; (2) earning an undergraduate or graduate degree in early childhood education or child 

development; and/or (3) earning an associate degree in early childhood education, early child 

care and development, or child development. In addition, students can develop and demonstrate 

competency through a competency-based assessment such as the national Child Development 

Associate (CDA) program. 

 

Assumptions of This Program of Study 
 

Graduates of this program of study will receive high quality training in order to meet the needs 

of business and industry. In addition, the skills taught should include the seamless integration of 

academic concepts with technical competencies, providing the linkage from conceptual to 

contextual learning. Furthermore, the skills taught should offer the requisite aptitudes for job 

advancement, security and portability.  

 

Early childhood personnel need to receive high quality training and education in order to meet 

the needs of children, their families and society as a whole.  In today’s educational world, 

parents and families contribute as much as teachers, students and administrators to the 

educational process. Involving these community players represents a high priority of most early 

childhood settings. In order to nurture the development of children and families while including 

them in the process, early childhood professionals must work effectively with other teachers, 

other community figures, other experts, other politicians and other administrators. 

 

A teacher does not know everything, but each teacher has valuable knowledge to share; 

therefore, he/she must hone the skills of sharing and obtaining the needed knowledge from other, 

more experienced teachers. The existence of professional organizations like the National 

Association of the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) allows early childhood teachers to 

meet other individuals in their discipline who can offer helpful ideas and to disseminate on a 
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large scale the very latest and most innovatively effective teaching methodologies to early 

childhood professionals the world over. 

 

Early childhood educators provide instruction under several arrangements whose names often 

overlap and interchange with each other.  For the purposes of this program of study, each of the 

following may apply: 

Early childhood programs  

Child development programs  

Children’s centers  

Preschools (see Preschool Teacher)  

Kindergarten programs 

Primary schools (which includes kindergarten through grade three leveling) 

Elementary schools (which includes pre-kindergarten through grade five leveling) 

Educational consulting (see Nanny) 

Home daycare providers  

 

Early childhood facilities are predominantly licensed and monitored under the Pennsylvania 

Department of Public Welfare (DPW), specifically the following sections. 

55 Pa. Code, Chapter 3270, Child Care Centers  

55 Pa. Code, Chapter 3280, Group Child Care Homes  

55 Pa. Code, Chapter 3290, Family Child Care Homes  

The definitions and career/job titles described within these documents are those used and 

approved by DPW. 

 

High-quality programs should meet the following standards: 

 Promote TTpositive working relationshipsTT  

 Implement a TTcurriculumTT that fosters all areas of skill development 

 Use appropriate and TTeffective teaching approachesTT  

 Provide TTongoing assessmentsTT of student progress  

 Employ and support qualified TTteaching staffTT  

 Establish and maintain relationships and use resources of the TTcommunityTT  

 Provide a safe and healthy learningTT environmentTT  

 Implement strong program organization and supervision policies that result in TThigh-

quality teaching and learningTT 

 TTIntegrate academic skills and aptitudes necessary for postsecondary education, gainful 

employment and a foundation of lifelong learning 

 

Academic Rigor 
 

Research shows that career success requires the same level of college-prep courses as 

postsecondary success requires. The Department of Education’s focus is to ensure that every 

student graduates prepared for college and a career.  In order to be successful in this program of 

study, students should follow the academic sequence as determined by Pennsylvania’s high 

school reform efforts. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_development
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preschool
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preschool_Teacher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kindergarten
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_school
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elementary_school
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanny
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/003670557.aspx?Url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pacode.com%2fsecure%2fdata%2f055%2fchapter3270%2fchap3270toc.html
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/003670557.aspx?Url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pacode.com%2fsecure%2fdata%2f055%2fchapter3280%2fchap3280toc.html
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Resources Used for This Program of Study 
 

 MAVCC (Multistate Academic Vocational Curriculum Consortium) 

http://www.mavcc.org/ 

 NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) Quality Checklist 

http://www.naeyc.org/ 

 NOCTI (National Occupational Competency Testing Institute http://www.nocti.org/ 

 O*NET http://online.onetcenter.org/ 

 Pennsylvania Approved Certifications for Industry-Recognized Certifications for Career 

and Technical Education Programs 

http://www.pde.state.pa.us/career_edu/lib/career_edu/2008_Certification_Guide.pdf 

 Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry High Priority Occupations 

http://www.paworkforce.state.pa.us/professionals/cwp/view.asp?a=467&q=152743 

 VTECS (A Consortium of Innovative Career and Workforce Development Resources) 

http://www.vtecs.org/ 

 

CIP Code 
 

19.0708   CHILD CARE AND SUPPORT SERVICES MANAGEMENT 

 

Pennsylvania CIP 

An instructional program that prepares individuals for a variety of occupations in child care and 

guidance often under the supervision of professional personnel in child or day care centers. This 

program includes instruction in growth and development; nutrition; program planning and 

management; safety; behavior guidance; play activities; child abuse and neglect; parent-child 

personal relationships; learning experiences for children; and laws, regulations and policies 

relating to child care services. 

 

Integrate Academic Career Education and Work Standards for Student 

Success 
 

As students participate in career exploration activities and rigorous studies from elementary 

grades through graduation, they learn to appreciate the relationship between their classroom 

learning and the skills needed within the workplace.  The academic and workplace skills within 

the Academic Standards for Career Education and Work are expected to be addressed within 

classrooms and achieved by all students throughout Pennsylvania.  No student should leave 

secondary education without a solid foundation in these Standards. 
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/stateboard_ed/lib/stateboard_ed/CareerEducationWorkStandardsFinal.pdf 

 

CEW Standards Tool Kit for teachers to implement CEW Standards  

www.pacareerstandards.com 

 

Pennsylvania Approved Certifications 
 

http://www.pde.state.pa.us/career_edu/cwp/view.asp?A=117&Q=80692 

 

http://www.mavcc.org/
http://www.naeyc.org/about/releases/20060416.asp
http://www.nocti.org/
http://online.onetcenter.org/
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/career_edu/lib/career_edu/2008_Certification_Guide.pdf
http://www.paworkforce.state.pa.us/professionals/cwp/view.asp?a=467&q=152743
http://www.vtecs.org/
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/stateboard_ed/lib/stateboard_ed/CareerEducationWorkStandardsFinal.pdf
http://www.pacareerstandards.com/
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/career_edu/cwp/view.asp?A=117&Q=80692
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The Program of Study Documents 
 

 Crosswalk Template for Task Alignment (excel) – Child Care and Support Services 

Management – Instructions: Indicate the number code(s) of your school’s program 

competency or competencies aligned to each program of study competency.  

 Crosswalk Template for Task Alignment (pdf) – Child Care and Support Services 

Management – Instructions: Indicate the number code(s) of your school’s program 

competency or competencies aligned to each program of study competency.  

 Scope and Sequence Template (word) – Enter secondary technical Program of Study 

courses. Postsecondary courses will be determined when the Statewide Articulation 

Agreement for this Program of Study is complete. 

 Scope and Sequence Template (pdf) – Enter secondary technical Program of Study 

courses. Postsecondary courses will be determined when the Statewide Articulation 

Agreement for this Program of Study is complete. 

 PA Academic Standards/Eligible Content Alignment Task List (excel) – Child Care and 

Support Services Management – Crosswalk of PA Academic Standards/Eligible Content 

for RWSL, Math, and Science aligned to program of study Secondary Competency List. 

(coming soon) 

 PA Academic Standards/Eligible Content Alignment Task List (pdf) – Child Care and 

Support Services Management – Crosswalk of PA Academic Standards/Eligible Content 

for RWSL, Math, and Science aligned to program of study Secondary Competency List. 

(coming soon) 

 

 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Susan Will 

Bureau of Career and Technical Education 

PA Department of Education 

333 Market Street, 11th Floor 

Harrisburg, PA  17126-0333 

Phone: 717-346-9735 

Fax: 717-783-6672 

TTY: 717-783-7445 

swill@state.pa.us 

mailto:swill@state.pa.us

